i2 JUVENILE SPORTS 

CHAP. II. 

The manner in which the author was taught 
writing , the firjl rules in arithmetic , 

I Was (till only in the fifth year of my 
age, when my father determined to 
fet me to writing. For this purpofe he 
bought a copy-book at my publifher’s. 
This was filled with the alphabet of the 
great and fmali letters, and printed in red 
ink. My father’s firft bufmefs with me 
was to make me hold my pen properly, 
and this indeed was the moft difficult talk 
he had with me ; but I conquered it at 
laft, to his entire fatisfaCtion, and my great 
plcafure. 

With a pen dipped in black ink, I was 
directed to cover firft the fhort, and then 
the long ftrokes, in order to give me a no- 
tion of the proper Hopes of letters; from 
leaving this, I proceeded to make entire 
letters, then to join letters together, and 
form figures. 1 he end of the book fur- 
nilhcd me with examples of letters united 
into long words, and laftly the great or ca- 
pital 


and pastimes. 13 

• 1 Bv thefe means alone, with 

P prv little further inftruaion from my fa- 
'l er 1 was enabled to write as good a 
rrS as the generality of tradefmen do, 
3 a ,hi. Uo„. going to fckool l wlnle 
others fpend many pounds and lote much 
valuable time in going through the rules 
of defigning and fclf-mterefted teacheis, 
without making, even at laft, any conft- 
derable progrefs in this art. The utility of 
this writing-book, as well as of the fquares 
before mentioned, muft be obvious to every 
one that infpcCts them. 

As my ambition led me to aim at the 
high eft perfection in this art, the beginning 
of my fixth year was employed in copying 
the productions of the belt penmen; and I 
had the fatisfaCtion of receiving the higheft 
encomiums, from every one to whom my 
writings were fhewn. 

My father, encouraged by the quick 
progrefs l had lately made in reading and 
writing, proceeded to teach me arith- 
metic. 

1 have already obfervcd,that I had learnt 
how to write figures; and my father now 
proceeded to teach me in what manner to 
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